The Lewisburg Christmas Bird Count
18 December 2010

Our Christmas Count has come and gone. Seventy-two geciesis atypical result,
where "typica" means that lots of folkssaw lots of good birds and had afine day
outdoors with friends and wildlife. Theweather was kind to us thisyear -- chilly, yes,
but it was fairly cam with dry roads.

Here are some hi ghlights from our 2010 count.

All time high numbers were reached by Raven (9), Bluebird (303), and
Mockingbird (103).

Redhead was found for only the 2ndtime on the Lewisburg Count.

Wefirst recorded Merlin in 2001, but now we have had it on 7 counts in the past
10years. Thisfdconisexpandingin range and population. It is netingever farther
south, even into Penngy lvania

We had one Ring-necked Pheasant. In caseyou are wondering, we once had
250 pheasants on a Chrismas Count.

Saw-whet OwWl! What can onesay? Such adifficult bird. I'veonly seen onein
thewild in over 45 years of birding. This was the 4th occasion for Saw-whet on the
Lewisburg count, but thefirg since 1976.

TheMourningDove tatd was exceptionaly low, thelowes since 1977, when we
had fewer observers. | wonder why.

TheHorned Lark total was aso low, our lowest since 1996.

Bald Eagl e first gppeared on the Lewisburg count in 1998. Thisis now the 5th
consecutiveyear for eageon thelist, and thetota of 8 eag es ties our previous high.

Sxteen species were recorded by only one paty. Theseincluded Wood Duck,
Canvasback, Redhead, Common Gol deneye, Hooded M erganser, Ring-necked
Pheasant, Red-shouldered Hawk, Rough-legged Hawk, Merlin, Killdeer, Herring
Gull, Saw-whet Owl, Red-headed Woodpecker, Northern Shrike, Ruby-crowned
Kinglet, and Brown-headed Cowbird. Having lots of patiesinthefied isthekey to
obtaining a good species count.



Our most natable "miss" was Ruffed Grouse, only the 2nd timeit failed to make
our taly inover 35 years. This normaly ¢yclica species gppears to have falen below its
usud lows (see graph below). Pennsylvania Audubon attributes the grouse's recent
declineto "loss of foreststo development and the loss of old fields ... while overbrowsing
by deer makes some early successiond forest less suitable for the species.”

The best sightingby Allen & Joanne Schweinsbergwas ... Kerry Givens! Kerry
isan old friend, aBucknell grad and aspectacular naturalist and phatographer. He drove
north to join his former mentors, Warren Abrahamson and Way ne M cDiffett. Kerry's
gppearance a our after-birding party more than made up for asomewhat lackluster outing
by the Schweinsberg group.

We bedieve the 47 folks who went afield on Saturday represent an al time high.
They included: Warren Abrahamson, Roger Allison, Seve & Cory Anderson, Dave
Anderson, George Boone, M ike & Janie Coyne, Tom Duck, Roy Fontaine, Kerry Givens,
Geoff Goodenow, Bob Gutheinz, Robert Hazard, David Hafer, Rolf Helbig, Bob
Holman, Ben Hoskins, Gaen & Bonnie Ingr.am, M att Levanowitz, Bill M done, Alice
M arquart, Jack & Jill M cCann, Way ne M cDiffett, Larry M cGraw, Debby M eade, Than
Mitchell, M ike M olesevich, M argaret M oy er, DianneM uchant, Laurel M utti, Dick
Nickesen, Bob Nylund, Kaustubh Pawardhan, Judy Peder, Robert Reyda, Allen &
Joanne Schweinsberg, Carl Shaffer, Richard Shaffer,Wesley Sd, Joe Southerton, Logan
Senger, Don Ulrich, Tom Y annaccone Please come back next y ear!



Herearetwo graphs generated by Nationa Audubon's Christmas Court datasite.
They represent Pennsy lvania counts for Ruffed Grouse over the past 60y ears and Red-
bellied Woodpecker for the past 40y ears.

Ruffed Grouse, US-FA, From Count 51 to 110
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Red-belied Woodpecker, US-PA, From Count 71to 110
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The 2010 Lewisburg Area bird list

Canada Goose 872 Hairy Woodpecker 11
Wood Duck 11 Northern Flicker 19
American Black Duck 26 Pileated Woodpecker 15
Mallard 349 Northern Shrike 1
Canvasback 1 Blue Jay 201
Redhead 2 American Crow 1373
Common Goldeneye 1 Fish Crow 3
Hooded Merganser 2 Common Raven 9
Common Merganser 109 Horned Lark 12
Ring-necked Pheasant 1 Black-capped Chickadee 238
Wild Turkey 69 Tufted Titmouse 156
Great Blue Heron 21 Red-breasted Nuthatch 8
Bald Eagle 8 White-breasted Nuthatch 83
Northern Harrier 7 Brown Creeper 10
Sharp-shinned Hawk 2 Carolina Wren 32
Cooper’s Hawk 7 Winter Wren 3
Accipiter sp. 2 Golden-crowned Kinglet 12
Red-shouldered Hawk 1 Ruby-crowned Kinglet 1
Red-tailed Hawk 117 Eastem Bluebird 303
Rough-legged Hawk 1 American Robin 5
American Kestrel 77 Northern Mockingbird 103
Merlin 1 European Starling 4266
Killdeer 1 Cedar Waxwing 14
Wilson's Snipe 14 American Tree Sparrow 91
Ring-billed Gull 22 Field Sparrow 18
Herring Gull 1 Song Sparrow 88
Rock Pigeon 617 Swamp Sparrow 2
Mourning Dove 175 White-throated Sparrow 194
Barn Owl 4 White-crowned Sparrow 17
Screech Owl 10 Dark-eyed Junco 653
Great Horned Owl 13 Northern Cardinal 206
Saw-whet Owl 1 Brown-headed Cowbird 1
Belted Kingfisher 17 Purple Finch 13
Red-headed Woodpecker |1 House Finch 206
Red-bellied Woodpecker 36 American Goldfinch 86
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 3 House Sparrow 420
Downy Woodpecker 84




