The 2006 Lewisburg Christmas Bird Count

We were treated to exceptionally mild weather up to and during the 2006 Lewisburg Christmas Count.  With temperatures reaching 50 degrees, 37 birders recorded 75 species, our highest total since 1997.

The greatest thrill probably belonged to the crew consisting of Joe Southerton, Don Ulrich, and Logan Stenger, who witnessed (and recorded on film!) a Merlin devouring a small bird.  Shortly afterwards they encountered a party of falconers and watched as a peregrine stooped on a hapless quail.

A Common Yellowthroat was sighted for only the second time in our count’s 50+ year history.  We set (or tied) new high numbers for Bald Eagle, Ring-billed Gull, Pileated Woodpecker, Carolina Wren, Hermit Thrush, Northern Mockingbird, and Common Yellowthroat.

However, we missed entirely Ring-necked Pheasant, Rough-legged Hawk, Fish Crow, and Brown-headed Cowbird.  The pheasant’s precipitous decline is in interesting contrast to the turkey’s return to abundance – see the chart below.

This year’s participants included Warren Abrahamson, Roger Allison, Cory & Dave & Steve Anderson, Owen Anderson, Jim Blessing, George Boone, Donna & Mark & Mick Brown, Judy Ellis, Roy Fontaine, Ann Grundstrom, Dave Hafer, Annick & Rolf Helbig, Robert Holman, Bonnie & Galen Ingram, Wayne McDiffitt, Debby Meade, Mike Molesevich, Dick Nickelsen, Bob Nyland, Matt Persons, Bob Reyda, Allen & Joanne Schweinsberg, Carl & Richard Shafer, Wesley Sigl, Joe Southerton, Logan Stenger, John Tonzetich, Don Ulrich, Mike Wise, and Tom Yannacone.
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	Canada Goose
	812

	Tundra Swan
	1

	Wood Duck
	2

	Northern Shoveler
	1

	American Black Duck
	2

	Mallard
	299

	Canvasback
	1

	Bufflehead
	9

	Common Goldeneye
	1

	Hooded Merganser
	4

	Common Merganser
	50

	Ruffed Grouse
	1

	Wild Turkey
	49

	Great Blue Heron
	15

	Turkey Vulture
	6

	Bald Eagle
	2

	Northern Harrier
	1

	Sharp-shinned Hawk
	3

	Cooper’s Hawk
	8

	Accipiter sp.
	1

	Red-tailed Hawk
	92

	Kestrel
	65

	Merlin
	1

	Killdeer
	3

	Common Snipe
	2

	Ring-billed Gull
	550

	Herring Gull
	2

	Rock Pigeon
	728

	Mourning Dove
	434

	Barn Owl
	1

	Screech Owl
	19

	Great Horned Owl
	16

	Barred Owl
	2

	Belted Kingfisher
	11

	Red-bellied Woodpecker
	45

	Yellow-bellied Sapsucker
	3

	Downy Woodpecker
	112

	Hairy Woodpecker
	16

	Northern Flicker
	27

	Pileated Woodpecker
	15

	Blue Jay
	151

	American Crow
	855

	Raven
	4

	Horned Lark
	56

	Black-capped Chickadee
	158

	Tufted Titmouse
	149

	Red-breasted Nuthatch
	6

	White-breasted Nuthatch
	89

	Brown Creeper
	19

	Carolina Wren
	65

	Winter Wren
	2

	Golden-crowned Kinglet
	51

	Ruby-crowned Kinglet
	2

	Eastern Bluebird
	169

	Hermit Thrush
	6

	American Robin
	19

	Grey Catbird
	1

	Northern Mockingbird
	84

	European Starling
	3064

	Cedar Waxwing
	109

	Common Yellowthroat
	1

	American Tree Sparrow
	68

	Field Sparrow
	13

	Fox Sparrow
	1

	Song Sparrow
	52

	Swamp Sparrow
	2

	White-throated Sparrow
	218

	White-crowned Sparrow
	23

	Dark-eyed Junco
	500

	Northern Cardinal
	227

	Red-winged Blackbird
	1

	Common Grackle
	1

	Purple Finch
	4

	House Finch
	57

	American Goldfinch
	87

	House Sparrow
	554

	
	

	
	

	
	


