The Lewisburg Christmas Bird Count

2 January 2010
Brrrr.  That was a nasty, cold, windy day – and a good time was had by all!  The evening gathering at the Schweinsberg home was merry enough, and no one seemed disheartened by the weather. 

Not surprisingly, the bird numbers were down.  We had our lowest species total, 65, in quite a few years.  We did set one record – the 13 Harriers were an all time high – and tied a few others – Merlin 1, Peregrine 1, Pileated Woodpecker 13.  Never before did we have Merlin and Peregrine on the same count.  The Peregrine was found chasing the huge Starling concentration along Col John Kelly Road. 

Fifteen species were recorded by only one party.  These included Wood Duck, Pintail, Ruffed Grouse, Black Vulture, Rough-legged Hawk, Merlin, Peregrine, Barn Owl, Red-headed Woodpecker, Fish Crow, Red-breasted Nuthatch, Winter Wren, Hermit Thrush, Field Sparrow, and Fox Sparrow.  Red-headed Woodpecker was a special prize, for we had not had one since 2004.

Missed birds included Cedar Waxwing and the blackbirds – cowbird, grackle, red-wing.  Field Sparrow, which we have not missed in 30 years, was a near miss with only a single bird found.

Thanks to our many counters who braved the conditions and were rewarded with some nice birds and rosy cheeks: Warren Abrahamson, Roger Allison, Steve & Cory Anderson, Mark & Sarah Berryman, George Boone, Roy Fontaine, Warren Frantz, Geoff Goodenow, Allan & Ann Grundstrom, Bob Gutheinz, David Hafer, Bob Holman, Ben Hoskins, Alice Marquart, Jen Mattive, Jack & Jill McCann, Wayne McDiffett, Larry McGraw, Debby Meade, Than & Margaret Mitchell, Mike Molesevich, Dick Nickelsen, Bob Nylund, Robert Reyda, Allen & Joanne Schweinsberg, Carl Shaffer, Richard Shaffer,Wesley Sigl, Joe Southerton, Logan Stenger, Don Ulrich, Marilyn Zaiser

Below, in addition to our bird list for January 2, I’ve included two graphs that were generated by the Christmas Count web site.  You can easily make these graphs by selecting species, dates, and geographic region.  These two are for Pennsylvania Christmas Counts for the past 60 years.  What conclusions can you draw?

[image: image1.jpg]Carolina Wren, US-PA, From Count 50 to 109
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[image: image2.jpg]Pileated Woodpecker, US-PA, From Count 50 to 109
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The bird list

	Canada Goose
	794
	
	Downy Woodpecker
	79

	Wood Duck
	2
	
	Hairy Woodpecker
	11

	American Black Duck
	13
	
	Northern Flicker
	9

	Mallard
	598
	
	Pileated Woodpecker
	18

	Northern Pintail
	5
	
	Blue Jay
	167

	Common Merganser
	93
	
	American Crow
	2292

	Ring-necked Pheasant
	3
	
	Fish Crow
	1

	Ruffed Grouse
	1
	
	Common Raven
	4

	Wild Turkey
	41
	
	Horned Lark
	195

	Great Blue Heron
	10
	
	Black-capped Chickadee
	145

	Black Vulture
	3
	
	Tufted Titmouse
	151

	Bald Eagle
	3
	
	Red-breasted Nuthatch
	1

	Northern Harrier
	13
	
	White-breasted Nuthatch
	83

	Sharp-shinned Hawk
	2
	
	Brown Creeper
	10

	Cooper’s Hawk
	3
	
	Carolina Wren
	14

	Accipiter sp.
	3
	
	Winter Wren
	1

	Red-shouldered Hawk
	3
	
	Golden-crowned Kinglet
	5

	Red-tailed Hawk
	109
	
	Eastern Bluebird
	151

	Rough-legged Hawk
	1
	
	Hermit Thrush
	1

	American Kestrel
	37
	
	American Robin
	2

	Merlin
	1
	
	Northern Mockingbird
	31

	Peregrine Falcon
	1
	
	European Starling
	5455

	Wilson's Snipe
	8
	
	American Tree Sparrow
	55

	Ring-billed Gull
	25
	
	Field Sparrow
	1

	Herring Gull
	4
	
	Fox Sparrow
	1

	Rock Pigeon
	472
	
	Song Sparrow
	69

	Mourning Dove
	337
	
	White-throated Sparrow
	176

	Barn Owl
	2
	
	White-crowned Sparrow
	24

	Screech Owl
	12
	
	Dark-eyed Junco
	836

	Great Horned Owl
	4
	
	Northern Cardinal
	170

	Belted Kingfisher
	11
	
	House Finch
	111

	Red-headed Woodpecker
	2
	
	American Goldfinch
	56

	Red-bellied Woodpecker
	50
	
	House Sparrow
	302


