The 2007 Lewisburg Christmas Bird Count 

We shattered the record!  We had 85 species for the count, and that bested the old total of 81 set 24 years ago.  Way to go team!  No group had more than 45 species, so you can see the advantage of having many parties in the field.  Everybody contributes something.

Luckily, we had the good fortune to have had excellent weather on Saturday – a little chilly, perhaps – and we made the most of it.  The tally was high due to a wonderful waterfowl report from Steve Anderson, who spent much of the day in his boat on the Susquehanna.  In addition to common ducks he had gadwall, wigeon, shoveler, pintail, lesser scaup, goldeneye, ruddy duck and more – and two Bald Eagles for good measure.

Other highlights included a Peregrine Falcon found by Joanne Schweinsberg, a Northern Shrike reported by Bob Holman, plus Barn Owl, sapsucker, Hermit Thrush, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Snow Bunting, Lapland Longspur, and Pine Siskin.  The unprecedented vulture roost at the Holman property produced lots of Turkey and Black Vultures for birders near that site.

By Sunday evening, with virtually all reports in, the count stood at 81, tying the record.  On Monday we learned that Rolf and Annick Helbig had had a Common Redpoll at their feeder.  Steve Anderson dropped off his Christmas Count report on Monday afternoon, and in addition to his great waterfowl list he had Herring Gull and Winter Wren.  This brought our species total to 84, three more than the old record.

We set (or tied) new high numbers for Canada Goose, American Wigeon, Northern Pintail, Common Merganser, Black Vulture, Turkey Vulture, Bald Eagle, Peregrine Falcon, Ring-billed-Gull, and Mockingbird.

This year’s participants included Roger Allison, Steve and Cory Anderson, Morgen Benowitz-Fredericks, Jim Blessing, George Boone, Donna & Mark & Mick Brown, Cynthia Davis, Roy Fontaine, Geoff Goodenow, Ann Grundstrom, Dave Hafer, Rolf and Annick Helbig, Robert Holman, Jim Hostetler, Bonnie & Galen Ingram, Rich Kuczawa, Wayne McDiffitt, Debby Meade, Mike Molesevich, Dick Nickelsen, Evelyn Petery, Bob Reyda, Allen & Joanne Schweinsberg, Carl & Richard Shafer, Mike Shultz, Wesley Sigl, Joe Southerton, Logan Stenger, John Tonzetich, Don Ulrich, Mike Wise, and Tom Yannacone.

Our list is on the other side

	Canada Goose
	2008

	Wood Duck
	8

	Gadwall
	2

	American Wigeon
	2

	American Black Duck
	16

	Mallard
	479

	Northern Shoveler
	1

	Northern Pintail
	6

	Green-winged Teal
	1

	Ring-necked Duck
	2

	Lesser Scaup
	4

	Bufflehead
	4

	Common Goldeneye
	1

	Hooded Merganser
	7

	Common Merganser
	89

	Ruddy Duck
	1

	Ring-necked Pheasant
	1

	Wild Turkey
	60

	Pied-billed Grebe
	1

	Great Blue Heron
	       15

	Black Vulture
	75

	Turkey Vulture
	25

	Bald Eagle
	2

	Northern Harrier
	10

	Sharp-shinned Hawk
	5

	Cooper’s Hawk
	8

	Accipiter sp.
	1

	Red-tailed Hawk
	77

	Rough-legged Hawk
	4

	American Kestrel
	59

	Peregrine Falcon
	1

	Killdeer
	3

	Common Snipe
	10

	Ring-billed Gull
	352

	Herring Gull
	10

	Rock Pigeon
	749

	Mourning Dove
	671

	Barn Owl
	4

	Screech Owl
	14

	Great Horned Owl
	10

	Belted Kingfisher
	16

	Red-bellied Woodpecker
	48

	Yellow-bellied Sapsucker
	4

	Downy Woodpecker
	86

	Hairy Woodpecker
	13

	Northern Flicker
	12

	Pileated Woodpecker
	14

	Northern Shrike
	1

	Blue Jay
	197

	American Crow
	1847

	Raven
	3

	Horned Lark
	489

	Black-capped Chickadee
	253

	Tufted Titmouse
	181

	Red-breasted Nuthatch
	11

	White-breasted Nuthatch
	106

	Brown Creeper
	8

	Carolina Wren
	29

	Winter Wren
	1

	Golden-crowned Kinglet
	12

	Ruby-crowned Kinglet
	1

	Eastern Bluebird
	215

	Hermit Thrush
	3

	American Robin
	27

	Northern Mockingbird
	66

	European Starling
	3743

	Cedar Waxwing
	89

	American Tree Sparrow
	122

	Field Sparrow
	15

	Savannah Sparrow
	1

	Song Sparrow
	68

	Swamp Sparrow
	1

	White-throated Sparrow
	248

	White-crowned Sparrow
	27

	Dark-eyed Junco
	738

	Lapland Longspur
	3

	Snow Bunting
	14

	Northern Cardinal
	260

	Common Grackle
	26

	Brown-headed Cowbird
	12

	Purple Finch
	4

	House Finch
	149

	Common Redpoll
	

	Pine Siskin
	11

	American Goldfinch
	100

	House Sparrow
	587


